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The story of Othenan is the story of the heroes of 
Malabar of the 14th and 15th centuries, because as the 
legends and the ballads would have it, he was the most 
heroic of them all. The ballads known as the “Vadakkan 
Pattukal” still form the repertoire of songs of the peasants 
and labourers of Malabar. They sing of the feudal society, 
its barons and its villains, its gory codes and its glorious 
men and women. 

Those were the times when “Kalari Payattu” had reached. 
its zenith. Though gunpowder was not unknown, a lithe 
body and a skilled sword were the chief assets of a soldier 
and a man was proclaimed by his martial prowess. If he 
was quick to take offence, he was quick in settling it ; 
at the point of his sword. It was this society of feuds and 
duels that Othenan had stalked like a giant in his time. 


Othenan’s society was a matrilineal one. It gave women 
a status equal to men’s. The women used it and were 
heard with respect in all matters — martial as well as 
marital. Romance feeds on such worlds and the ballads 
abound in their “braves” and “fairs”. Othenan’s conquests 
in this realm are as enviable as in the battlefields. Yet 
he was no Casanova because never did he violate disci- 
pline in any of his actions. 


The impetuous Othenan was ever-obedient to his elder 
brother, Koma Kurup. God-fearing and law-abiding, he fought 
for just causes as sanctioned by the times and traditions. 
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TACHCHOLI OTHENAN)| 


a 


RS Gf 8 
awit 
HE LIVED WITH HIS MOTHER AND HIS ELDER BROTHERIIN. THEIR. NUMBLE 
HOMESTEAD. HIG MOTHER HAD NO BROTHERS*50 TIMES WERE DIFFICULT 
| FOR THE FAMILY. \ // MOTHER»! AMY’ KEEP AWAY FROM 
GOING OUT WITH) THE TAMPURAN’S* 
ORCHARD. AA 


OTHENAN BELONGED TO THE TACHCHOLI FAMILY OF NORTH | 
MALABAR IN KERALA. HIS PARENTS WERKE ESTRANGED» 


= THAT SCOUNDREL, KELAPPAN 
HAS USURPED MY LANDS, BECAUSE). h 
| HAVE NO MATERNAL UNCLE OR \ CHAAPAN AND 


IM THE MATRILINEAL SOCIETY TO WHICH OTHENAN BELONGED, THE MATERNAL UNCLES AND NOT THE FATHER MAINTAINED 
THE OHILDREN. *°A FEUBAL BARON. 


amar chitra sotna 


BUT THAT WAS EXACTLY WHERE 
| OTHENAN AND HIS COMPANIONS, CHAND! 
AND CHAAPAN WENT. cael 


\ 7) 

te ies ee, 
oe 
Tl re Ty 


THE OTHERS GOT AWAY BUT OTHENAN WAS |. 
CAUGHT NT eT me col WE WILL, WHEN \\| 


HIM One 
TAMPURAN. 


THREE’ OF YOU TO 
CATCH HIM. HE ae 
BE A THREAT TO U 
WHEN HE Bede 


Co UP. HE MUST BE / ieee 


) 


DIFFICULTY. 
HE 45 “TOUGH 


MP CrP SA SES ASS NS AER ISLDS ea SS 


MEANWHILE, CHANDU AND 
CHAAPAN CARRIED THE NEWSER 
TO OTHENAN’S FATHER. g 


AND THEY MADE THEIR WAY HOME WARDS 


VY OTHENAN; 1S ee 
THAT YOU 2 WILL 
YOU TAKE ME 


CHANDU AND 
CHAAPAN CAN 


® THE ART OF SELF-I EFENCE WHICH INCLU 


Uf THE GOOD-FOR 
NOTHING BOY. 
HERE , TAKE. THIS 
GOLD TO THE 
TAMPURAN 
AND BUY HIS 


| WILL MOTHER. ‘3 


OTHENAN WAS FREED. BUT HE 
SEETHED WITH HUMILIATION: 


THE BULLIES! 


| SHAL | 
SPECIALIZE IN 

PAYAT TU ® AND 
BEAT THEM 
ALL- 


Ea, 
¢ 


‘ae 
atl 


SE: 


Ww 


AT THE TEMPLE, SHE SUDDENLY BEGAN. 
TO SWAY AND LOST HER BALANCE. 


BY THE SPIRIT OF BHAGAWATI. 

| AM ABOUT TO DIE. TRUST 
IN THE GODDESS AND ALL 
WILL GO WELE WITH YOU. 
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OTHENAN AND HS. BROTHER, KOMA KURUA | THAT ONAM * OTHENAN DECIPED TO GO 
\WITH THE HELP OF CHANDBU AND CHAAPA TO HIS FATHER’S HOUSE, AS YS5UAL , 
PERFORMED THE LAST RITES AND FOR Hi6 RIGHTFUL SHARE OF THE 
CREMATED HER FAMILY GIFTS. ee 


WITH MOTHER DON’T Go! 
GONE AND NO HE MIGHT 
| MATERNAL UNCLE INSULT YOU. 
| WE ARE NOW 
ORPHANS. FATHER 
‘SHOULD HAVE 

COME FOR THIS 
AT LEAST. 


=| KOMA KURUP 
D. 


‘iQ RELUCTZ AGR 

M5 KOMA KURUP HAD EXPECTED, OTHENAN | | OTHENAN SPLIRNED THE. RICE AND 
WAS GIVEN A RUDE RECEPTION. TORE THE MUNDU TO SHREDS . 

| wHo-bo vou WA mempee oF \ 
THINK YOU THE HOUSE OF 
| ARE TO EXPECT TACHCHOL!! 
ANY SPECIAL 
TREATMENT 2 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 


SUPLENLY , THERE WAS A COMMOTION INSIDE THE HOUSE. THE SEIRIT OF 
BHAGAWATI HAD COME TO AVENGE THE INSULT TO HER DEVOTEES SON. 


wok SIR YOUR LOCK THEM, IN 

NIECES ARE POSSESSED . 

BY THE SPIRIT OF A ROOM AND 
LET US VACATE | 


BHAGAWATI 
THE HOUSE FOR 
THE TIME BEING, 


FT 
—————————— SS. 


INDIFFERENT FATHER; SLOAN EA LE 
A PEACE-LOVING i MUI yap |i 
BROTHER; | WILL 

IHAVE TO RELY ON 
MYSELF TO REGAIN 
THE WEALTH OF 
THE FAMILY. 


AS HE TURNED HOMEWARDS, OTHENAN] |A FEW DAYS LATER, WITH KOMA KURUP'S - 
MADE UP HIS MIND ABOUT THE CONSENT AND BHAGAWAT’S BLESSINGS, °| 

an FUTURE . OTHENAN MADE HIS WAY WITH CHANDU 
NO UNCLES; Yl PANIKKER Tt 


HAP SUDDENLY GROWN UP. 


amar chitra katha 


ONE DAY,AS_HE WAS RETURNING FROM 
THE KALARI** WITH CHANDLL AND 


FOR TWO YEARS HE TRAINED 
Hi 


THE NINTH AND 
ONLY SURVIVING 
DAUGHTER OF 
CHAATHOTHU 

MATHEYI. 


RETURNED TO HIS VILLAGE AND BE 
CAME A PUPIL OF MATHILOOR KURIKKAL” 


50 OTHENAN WENT TO. RAMAPPAN 
OF TULUNAPL WHO: FOLIND IN 
HIM AN EXCELLENT PUPIL. 


HE 15 A LAD OF Zea 
COMPLETE CONTROLYG7> 
AND RIGID DISciI- RS 
PLINE. HE 1S AGILE } 

AND NONE CAN  {y 

LEAP AS HIGH. 

| SHALL TEACH 

HIM THE FATAL 


ONLY IN THE 


[NOW 1 AM A 
TECHNIQUES OF 


MASTER IN THE 


STILL HAVE TO 
LEARN THOSE 
OF TULUNADU 


*GUAU OR TEACHER. **GYMNASIUM WHERE PAYATTU IS TAUGHT.. ***NERVE GENTRES BY TOUCHING WHICH AN EXPERT CAN 


— as 


TACHCHOLI_ OTHENAN 


EVEN THAT MOST DIFFICULT TECHNIQUE OF PAYATTY , OTHENAN MASTERED 
WITH EASE .RAMAFPAN WAS IMMENSELY, PLEASED. 7 = 


SS 
OTHENAN ,! SHALL 
MAKE YOU INVINCIBLE. 
50 LONG AS THIS 
AMULET 15 ON YOUR 
PERSON NO FIREARMS 
» CAN HARM YOu. 


h yi TO YOU,O KURIKKAL, 
1 | DEDICATE ALL my. 
FUTURE VICTORIES - 


Sims 


MEANWHILE IN THE HOUSE OF 


THE WORRIEP MOTHER HAD CHEERU’S 
CHAATHOTHU = MATHEY/ — E [ 


HOROSCOPE READ, iF 
o ; 
THE BEST marc | 
“FOR HER WOULD | §-—= i= 
BE THACHCHOL! | ¥ TACHCHOL! \F4 | 
OTHENAN . YOU iam | 


ALAS! WHY SHOULD 
CHEERU, THE ONLY ONE 
TO SURVIVE, BE SO 
UNGAINLY © WILL 
SHE EVER HAVE 
ANY SUITORS 2 


SHOULD SPEAK MI 
TO KOMA’ KURUP, 
RIGHT AWAY. 


4 


i. 
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MATHEY! WAS NOT ONE TO ACT IN THEN SHE SENT FOR SPECIAL AYURVEDIC | 
HERBS AND BEGAN A SERIES OF BEAUTY 
TREATMENT SESS. 


f 


OTHENAN WOULD 

|)NEVER AGREE IF HE 
SAW CHEERU- WHILE 
HE 15 AWAY SPECIAL- 
ISING IN PAYATTU, 
1} SHALL DO WHAT 

| CAN FOR CHEERU,4 


ANP CHEERU SOON BECAME ONE OF 
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRLS IN THE 

| 4AND- ONE DAY — 
OTHENAN !95 


1 BACK FROM TULU- 
\] NADU .1 SHALL 
APPROACH 

KOMA KURUP. 


KOMA KURUP WAS DELIGHTED BY THE 


LER OPOSAL: WHY NOT @ IT wouLD 
BE AN HONOUR FOR 
BOTH FAMILIES. 


HEY ! SEE WHO 15 
HERE. EVEN THOUGH 
WE SHOULD HAVE 

GONE SEEKING THE 
BRIDE, MATHEY| 


TACHCHOLI_ OTHENAN : 


BUT THIS WAS ONE INSTANCE WHEN OTHENAN WAS NOT PREPARED TO OBEY His 
BROTHER'S WI5HES « ; —— 


WHAT § YOU WANT OTHENAN, DON’T BE 

ME TO MARRY THAT { S50 HASTY -AT LEAST 
CREATURE OF LOUSE\ SEE THE GIRL BEFORE 
RIDDEN HAIR © YOU DECIDE... 
NO. NEVER} 


( \ ; 
oi a 
BUT OTHENAN RUDELY TURNED TO 
MATHE Zs YseND HER TO THE MOPLA* 
: INSULTS. NEVER AGREE 
COPRA** IF HE DOESN’T TO MARRY HIM EVEN 


WANT HER DUMP HER IN IL HE lo THE LAST 
A BOAT AND LET IT GO MAN ON EARTH. 


DOWN THE RIVER ( 
el 
\\ 


eS i 
c 


NZ 


i 
h 


COME! DON’T YOU 
KNOW ? THAT 15 
CHEERU. THE ONE 
YOU REFUSED TO 
EVEN LOOK AT- 


A FEW. DAYS LATER,AS OTHENAN AND CHAAFAN STOOP) ° 
BY THE ROAD, TALKING TO A FRIENP? — = 


WHO 1S THAT 
BEAUTY 2) WILL 
MAKE HER MINE. 


* MUSLIM MERCHANT. ** COCONUT KERNELS. 
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AS THE FIRST STEP IN WOOING HER, - FOR THE SAKE OF HIS BROTHER > KONA 
OTHENAN SENT CHAAPAN TO HER WITH KURUP RISKEP A REBUFF AND WENT TO 
A REQUEST FOR PAN. MATHEY!, BUT— Z 


TELL YOUR FRIEND YOU ARE TOO LATE. 
‘| HAVE NO PAN, 1 TOOK your 
BECAUSE | HAVE BROTHER’S ADYICE 
JUST RETURNED AND HAVE SENT 
FROM MY DUTIES HER TO WORK 
AT THE MOPLA’S { FOR THE MOPLA. 
COPRA YARD. P 


O-O-OH! so 
SHE 15 GOING 
TO BE 
DIFFICULT ! 


CHAAPAN RETURNED; HUMILIATED BUT| 71 cb : 
OTHENAN WAS OBSESSED BY HER.. if es 
THEN CHAAPAN DISGUISED HIMSELF ANDI 
WENT TO. MATHEYA, . 
VA POOR MAN. IT’S 


MERCY MOTHER. THE \/ nov SURPRISING. 
ARROGANT FELLOWS Y Jou may stay 

= OF TACHCHOL! HAVE HERE JF YOU LIKE. 
M|\ BEATEN me UP AND | NEED a man om 
THROWN ME OUT. MANAGE my 


ap ESTATES. 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 


Yi WOULD LOVE TO.Y THEN BRING CHAAPAN RETURNED WITH: THE FOOL. 
WHO WAS NONE OTHER THAN OTHENAN | 


JUST AS 


HELPFUL OLD FOOL 
OVER THERE WHO 
WOULD BE LOST ¥ 


THAT NIGHT WHEN EVERYONE HAD SLEPT OTHENAN THKEW OFF HIS DISGUISE AND 
151002 BEFORE CHEERU. CHEERU COULY NOT RESIST HIS PERSISTENT WOCING.« 
Z | 


) WILL. 1 ACCEPT- 


1 LOVE YOu, 
CHEERU . WONT YOU AS MY HUSBAND, 
yOu BE MY OTHENAN. oO i { 
i i WIFE 2 il a dL 
“as a 
fe 3 
é é 
e Th ip ff ap (A 


a ir Ma CE. 


|r DAWN FROM A DISTANCE CHAAPAN 7. FURIOUS MATHEY) PICKED UP A 
CALLED OUT TO MATHEY SICKLE AND RAN AFTER HUM. << 
Si “7 Foo. wAS 

ae OTHENAN. YET THE 
me | HOUSE OF TACHCHOLI 
HAS NO FOOLS. | 


=i eS. 
>MARRIAGE IN THE MATRILINEAL SOCIETIES OF KERALA WAS A COPTAAGT, a SECULAR 
THE REST OF INDIA. 


IT 1S THE SAME 
|SCOUNDREL WHO 
Canoe. OUR 


MEANWHILE , THE NOTORIOUS UPSTART , 
KELAPFAN, OF FORT PONNAPURAM , HAD 


WHEN THE APPEAL REACHED OTHENAN. > KOMA 


KURUP WAS WITH HIM Wen) mer ea 


FIGHT HIM AND 

— JAKE WHAT HE 
HAS ILLEGALLY 
GRABBED 


OTHENAN’S FAME AS A FIGHTER 
REACHED THE CHIEFTAIN’S EARS. 
= Ag 


| SHALL SEND worpsED 


RESCUE MY 
DAUGHTER. 


FORT IS 
IMPREGNABLE 


KELAPPAN IS NO 
MATCH FOR ME. 


BESIDES MINE !5 A 
JUST CAUSE. [?LL 
TAKE CHAAPAN 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 


SO OTHENAN AND CHAAPAN SET OUT 
FOR THE FORT- we = , 
AWAENG 


SS ae 
SS 
a 


he 


zx 


aa 


q / 
) (l SOK] 
mae, 
OEE uN € 
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WH eS lek ~ 
es ; CITES ae if tans ca 
GEL pe \ ae 


cg as Z 
ae 
e/a 7a hi) 
[ 2 


| KELAPPAN. HE LEAPT UP 
— 5 AND— 


* AW! THERE’S 
| THE 
| SCOUNDREL. 


ae 


(IN A MOMENT OTHENAN TOO REACHED | 
THERE » KANNI IS SAFE..-WAIT | \a 
DON’T KILL HIM. WE 
MUST TAKE HIM TO 
HER FATHER. 


LET KANNI’S 

FATHER DECIDE 

HIS PUNISH— 
mM 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 


ON THEIR WAY OUT, OTHENAN SAW 
KELAPPAN’S NAME INSCR/BEP ON 
THE FLAGPOLE IN FRONT O 
THE PALACE. 


CCEPTING 
gX KANN! AS 
& Your WIFE, 


CHARAPAN , SCRAP 
KELAPPAN’S NAME 
FROM THE FLAG- 


TACHCHOLI | 
REPLACE IT. 


ED 


LATER, WHEN THEY HANDED KELAPEAN 
QVER TO THE OLD CHIEFTAIN ___ 


Vex 


GALLOWS. 
: a 


GRATITUDE AND ADMIRATION FOR 


oS 


: amar chitra katha Z 
OTHENAN ACCEPTED THE OFFER AND LED. HER HOME WITH THE FULL c | 
q 


)FORMALITIES BEFITTING A BRIDE FROM AN ARISTOCRATIC FAMILY . 
CHEERU AS THE SENIOR WIFE WA. 


NEANWPILE, KELAPPAN’S NEPHEW, KELL, 

“ETURNED FROM TULUNADU AFTER 

g/ EXTENDED TRAINING IN PAYATTU 
ERE. AS_HE ENTERED THE FORT — 


/ WHAT ! THE NAME 
OF TACHCHOL! 
ON THE FLAGPOLE! 


ONE OF THE OLD GUARDS RUSHED 
FORWARD ANP TOLD HIM OF ALL 
THAT HAP HAPPENED. 


SINCE THAT \/ you WILL NOW TAKE 
DAY, WE TAKE )ORDERS FROM ME. 
ORDERS FROM/1 AM NOT AFRAID OF 
OTHENAN. “\ OTHENAN- HE KNOWS 
NO TRICK WHICH 
| DON’T. LET HIM 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 


TOWARDS EVENING WHEN THEY 
KEACHED THE FORT THEY FOUND 


CHECK ON OUR , 
FORT AT PONNA-fe 


WHY ARE THE GATES 
BARRED © ) THINK I’D 
BETTER WAIT OUTSIDE. 


ANYBODY. 1’LL 
SIT AND WAIT £ 
HERE FOR 
CHAAPAN. 
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BUT SLEEP OVERCAME THE UNWARY THE GUARD RAN TO KELL FO, 
OTHENAN - TOWARDS PAWN — INSTRUCTIONS « 


AM | DREAMING © CHAIN HIM 
ISN’T THIS = = 


AND THROW 
OTHENAN HIMSELF HIM INTO 


THE 
DUNGEONS, 


|| MEANWHILE, CHAAPAN HAD FOUND 
LODGINGS IN A HUT NEAR BY. THE 
NEXT MORNING THE HOUSEWIFE 
RETURNED FROM THE TEMPLE , 
EXCITED. : 


Xa 


oY 


CHAAPAN RUSHED BACK TO KOMA 
KURUP WITH THE NEWS, 


Sa . 
Dy 7OU COLLECT 
ZA CHANDU, OUR 
<A OTHER FRIENDS 

| AND THEIR 


OTHENAN 15 A 


G WW) MEN AND COM 
) PRISONER IN THE Wi I’M HURRYING 
# FORT AND WILL 


BE HANGED THREE |\I///)/eee 
Dy OAS FROM NOW Alaa 
ee 


d\t | 


GOD; | DIDN’T 
FOLLOW HIM 


SeR Yin 
DN 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 
THE RESOURCEFUL CHAAPAN HAP ANOTHER TRICK UP HIS SLEEVE. HE WENT TO? 
THE FIELD ANP PICKED UP TWO ITER -MELONS « [ 
Congey ; eS SS 


[ THEN, DISGUISING HIMSELF AS A 
SAN Asi » CHAAFAN PROCEEDE, D 
TO THE FORT. 
HALT ! You 
CAN’T ENTER. 
MY MASTER’S 
ORDERS. 


THE GUARD, AFTER GETTING KELL | 
PERMISSION, LED CHAAPAN TO HIM. 


TAKE THIS MELON. YOU TRULY ARE 
IT 15 CONSECRATED.\ A SEER. PLEASE 
YOUR FUTURE 1S STAY WITH US 
BRIGHT BECAUSE TILL TOMORROW 
| SEE THAT YOUR FOR, THEN 
ENEMY IS IN YOUR/ WILL | SEND THE] ‘ 
POWER. SHOW HIMA ENEMY TO THE 
GALLOWS. 


aa 


OF GOD. LEAD 
ME TO YOUR 
MASTER. 
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YOU ARE MAGNANIMOUS. 
UNCHAIN THIS MAN. LET 
THIS CONSECRATED JUICE 

BE HIS LAST DRINK. 
7 


AND LET MY 
FRIEND BE STRONG 
WITH THE HERBS 
| HAVE MIXED 
INTO IT- 


FLATTERED, KELU GAVE HIS ASSENT. 
OTHENAN WAS UNCHAINED. 


{ DRINK IT TO THE LEES AND FIND } 
\_YGUR WEAPON INSIDE. 


IN A MATTER OF SECONDS, OTHENAN 
FOUND THE WEAEON WO — 


AS SOON AS KELU AND H/5 MEN MEO FROM THE SHOCK, THEY SET 
: GPON CHAAPFAN ANE OTHENANe 


ag 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 
THE TWO FOUGHT VALIANTLY BUT THEY WERE UP AGAINST HEAVY ODDS. eal 


CHANDU AND OUR 
__$ MEN SHOULD HAVE 
——=— ZA BEEN HERE BY NOW! 
) WONDER WHAT'S 
KEEPING THEM. 


SS 


Ss 


ae 
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THE SIGHT OF HIS FRIENDS RENEWED KELUY WAS NO MATCH FOR OTHENAN. 

OTHENAN’S VIGOUR AND HE SOUGHT | WILL. NOT 
OUT KELU FOR A DUEL. 

KILL YOU. | HAVE 


OTHER PLANS 
FOR YOu. 


5 MEN SURRENDERED. OTHENAN CALLED THE GUARD WHO HAD INFORMED 


ee O/Now you 
cn 24 (HANG HIM. 


OTHENAN WAS ONLY TWENTY-TWO YEARS OLD. IN THE NEXT EVENTFUL DECADE 
OTHENAN FOUGHT ANP VANQUISHED MANY TYRANTS OF THE TIMES. HS FAME 
SPREAD AND HE BECAME A MUCH-SOLUGHT— 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 
MEANWHILE OTHENAN APPROACHED 


NONGAMMA, A KINSWOMAN OF] ~ 
PURAMALA, KURUP, WAS ONE | | MS. BROTHER — 
OF THE HOPEFULS. Ga GOLD 15 HARD TO 

‘| WANT TO \/ COME BY. YEARS AGO 


$ 1AM SURE MY MAKE A GOLD | | HAD PAID UP MY DUES 
PRAYERS WILL BE HILT FOR MY { FOR A GOLD kuri* 
STARTED BY PURAMALA 


ANSWERED. ONE 
DAY OTHENAN 4 KURUP. WHEN IT WAS 


WILL WED ME. 


ti) iss 
Loa) al |THE NEXT MORNING SAW OTHENAN AND 

CHAAPAN WITH THEIR SWORPS ANP 
SHIELDS AT PURAMALA KURUP’S HOUSE. 


ne 19 a RUFFIAN | 122 
{ anna coop. | E11’ oTHENAN!)/my UNCLE AND my 
FIGHTER. BUT IF | Fat. COUSIN ARE OUT IN 


YOu CAN GET —— THE FIELDS. CAN 
IT FROM HIM... | DO ANYTHING 
: FOR YOU? 


WE WILL WAIT . 
HERE TILL 
THEY RETURN. 


JY j : , 1S 2S 
we : 
OTHENAN . NEEDED NO FURTHER PROMPTING. 


* A POOLING OF FUNDS BY INDIVIDUALS WITH PERIODIC DRAWS; SIMILAR TO A CHIT FUND. 
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BY EVENING, PURAMALA KURUP AND WITHOUT 60 MUCH AS LOOKING AT Him 
HIS GON RETURNED. THE FATHER AND 50N WALKED INDOORS. 


| AM OTHENAN FATHER, WE aS HIS MIGHT HAS BEEN 


FROM TACHCHOLI. \iees memes HAD BETTER \ | EXAGGERATED AND THE 
1AM HERE TO |- iz) PAY UP. | \ KURI IS AN OLD STORY. 
OTHENAN 15 | 2m ow 


GOLD YOU OWE 


COLEEGT Wht po 6 
MY BROTHER. ———S 


DANGEROUS. / 


AT MGHT WHEN THE SERVANT CAME OUT AND CLOSED THE DOORS 


WHEN WILL oly NOT UNTIL 
YOUR MASTER ) /\ ge TOMORROW. 
COME OUTS J | 


-- AND STRIDING INTO PURAMALA kKURUPS 
BEDROOM 2 AWOKE Hill. 


TACHCHOL! OTHENAN 
a g 


YOU RASCAL, | WILL WHEN YOU GIVE 
GET OUT OP ME THE GOLD THAT IS 
DUE TO US.OTHERWISE..£ 


IF YOU ARE ITCHING 

FOR A FIGHT, I’M ~ 
WILLING. BUT 1 WARN jee 
YOU, IT WILL BE 


ill 


BUT, KURUPS AGE WAS AGAINST HIM 
AND 17 BECAME HIS LAST FIGHT. 


YOU HAVE YEARS 

OF LIFE AHEAD OF 

YOU. DON’T THROW 
THEM AWAY. 


A an 
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WHAT SHALL (WE CAN*T LEAVE MY sy, [BACK AT HOME , UNAWARE OF HER 
WE DO WITH / HER BEHIND IN | PRAYERS FEELINGS, OTHENAN LEFT HER 
THE GIRL®,/ THIS MESS. WE eu ALONE. AFTER MANY Le DAYS AT. 
Peemees (| WILL HAVE TO TACHCHOL | ee 
TAKE HER CEES | AM TREATED LIKE 
WITH US. : A QUEEN . BUT | CANNOT 
BE A BURDEN ON THESE 
PEOPLE ANY LONGER. fill wie l,i 
Oo Lz iran : % s He 
. . wlll 


= 


TO MAKE HERSELF USEFUL SHE 
BEGAN CUTTING GRASS FOR 
| THE CATTLE. ONE DAY — 


IS THIS THE WAY TO 
TREAT A FINE LADY 
AFTER KILLING HER 
KITH .AND KIN © THE 
BOOR OTHENAN HAS 
NO RESPECT FOR 
THE .LAW OF THE 


—— rm 


OTHENANS ENEMIES TOOK 
EXAGGERATED VERSIONS OF 
NONGAMMA’S STORY TO THE 
YOUNG TAMPURAN 
HE WAS FURIOUS. 


ARREST OTHENAN ¥ 
AND BRING HIM §£ 
TO ME-HE SHALL 
BE PUNISHED. 


AS Btagae 
W 65" Cli 
i NESE Soc oe 


TACHCHOL] OTHENAN 


CHAAPAN LEARNT OF THIS AND 
WARNED. OTHE 


SG ONLY NONGAM- 


MA’S STATEMEN 
CAN CLEAR YOU. 


OTHENAN APPROACHED HIM. == es 


TO ASSIST THE TAMPURAN TO BRING THE 
ELUSIVE OTHENAN TO COURT, A COUN= 
SELLOR SUGGESTED A RUSE, a 


ONLY MATHILOOR KURIKKAL| 
WILL DARE TO RISK THE 
WRATH OF OTHENAN. LET 
HIM GO AND SIT ON THE 
ALTHARA* WHICH 1S THE 

SPECIAL PRESERVE OF 

THE TACHCHOL!| FAMILY. 
THE STING TO HIS - 


OTHENAN OUT 
INTO THE OPEN. 


2h, 


eg iii 


RELUCTANTLY THE KURIKKAL AGREED, AS | | AN INFURIATED 
HE OCCUPIED THE SEAT, THE DISGUISED | \OTHENAN WEN 4 
STRAIGHT. HOME. | 


’T YOU KNOW V/NOT ANY MORE! 


| AM THE ONLY ONE 


THERE 1S NONE MAN WHO CAN FIGHT HIM. X 


THAT THIS 15 
ENOUGH IN TACH— 
CHOLI TO OCCUPY 


Gl 


* A STONE PLATFORM SURROUNDING A 


BUT | SHOULD BE 
f 


i 
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KOMA KURUP CONFERRED 
WITH HIS FRIENDS. H 


Y we MUST TAKE 
NONGAMMA TO 
be TAMPURAN . 


SSS 
[reaeuses| 


— 
Cy 


SSS 


DID. | WAS HOPING TO 


FIELDS - HIS INDIFFERENCE ] ARE DROPPED. 
' SHALL TALK 
TO HIM ABOUT 


BE HIS WIFE. 


OTHENANS WORRIES WERE OVER AND 
Ht MARRIAGE TO NONGAMMA WAS 
A HAPPY ONE. YET — 


WHY ARE YOU 
BROODING 2 


INSULT TO OUR 
FAMILY GNAWS 
AT MY VERY 


HE SOON GOT A CHANCE TO SETTLE 
THE SCORE. AT THE NEXT TEMPLE 
FESTIVAL — 


TOPAY } WILL 
PROVOKE HIM 
TO A DUEL. 


TACHCHOLI_ OTHENAN 


7 DON’T YOU KNOW 
THAT THIS IS THE 
2=\ PLACE MEANT FOR VM SORRY. 
PLL TAKE MY 


OTHENAN WAS BENT ON MAKING 
TROUBLE. HE PICKED THE GUN AND 
EXAMINEP IT- 


A FINE THING 
INDEED | GOOD 
FOR ONE OF 

THE LOW CASTE 
TO SHOOT 
PEACOCKS 
WITH. 


THE dIBE AT HIS. CASTE, WHICH 
SPECIALIZED IN EXTRACTING PEACOCK 
OIL) IRKED THE KURIKKAL.. [—————— 


ALL RIGHT, OTHENAN. 
| CHALLENGE YOu 
TO A FIGHT. WE 

WILL MEET AT 

Wy PONNIYAM. 


KONA KURUP WAS SAD AT THE TURN OF EVENTS: |>).:'/{\ DID NOT CHALLENGE 
UW vou snourp Not \@s 2A HIM. HE CHALLENGED 
mB HAVE DONE: THIS. 


amar chitra katha 


ON THE APPOINTED PAY: OTHENAN’S FRIENDS “nN 
AND WELL —WISHERS ASSEMBLED AT HS Hote. a ise 


Y 


' 


TS 
{ite j 
Li 


——~ 
| GO TO FIGHT MY GURU 


TODAY. | SEEK THE 
CEREMONIAL APPROVAL 
OF THIS ASSEMBLY. 


ATTIRED FOR THE FIGHT, HE 
STEPPED OUT ANP STOPFEP 
AT THE TEMPLE. EE 


O BHAGAWAT| 


| HE REACHED THE FIELD OF PONNIYAM- 
THERE BEGAN THE DUEL THAT LASTED : 


iy y 4 S 
Pa a 


LIKE ONE POSSESSED, OTHENAN 
FOUGHT AND KILLED NOT ONLY THE 
KURIKKAL BUT ALGO A FEW OF H/S 
-|STARTLED MEV/. - 


TACHCHOLI OTHENAN 


\R TRIUMPHANT OTHENAN ANDY | HAVE FORGOTTEN piesa es tee = = Ze 
_|H/5 PARTY PROCEEDEP TO |e] any Ue 
TACHGHOLI.ON THE WAY — 5 > Abele fe, | 


aftine| PA 


mi) 


' rim vi tS “ag ! ic 
NG iti ey, 
j 


WY ONE SHOULD NEVER Vi 
V\\ RETURN TO THE | 
Ne! FIELD OF FIGHT. 


"ah 
AM 


MY AMULET !**ALAS I 


A = TO KEEP 17 
* SS Z “ 


OTHENAN AS USUAL WAS OBSTINATE. 
AS HE WAS PICKING, aE MS 


l Se 
Z| | 
——)_ Si) = Ws 
ON THE 


aa 
any LONG FLEXIBLE SWORD WORN AS A BELT. ** THE ONE GIVEN BY RAMAPPAN KURLKKAL. 


amar chitra katha 
MEANWHILE THE GUNSHOT BROUGHT SUSTAINED BY A BANDAGED HEAP, 
CHANPU RUNNING TO THE SCENE. OTHENAN STCPPED AT THE TEMPLE 


PLL GET A ON HI5 WAY HOME. 
L . Se 
STRETCHER i. rs : LET 101 sHoTs ie 
TO TAKE : Y THAT WOULD ANNOUNCE MY 
Sy BE A FINE : ARRIVAL. 
TRIUMPHANT 
ENTRY FOR A 


THEN RESTING FLAT ON HIS BACK WITH 
HIS WEAPONS LAID OUT ON EITHER SIDE 


OF HIM, THE VALIANT OTHENAN BREATHED 
15 LAST. 


VEN 
AT HOME HE GAVE HIS LAST | | 
INSTRUCTIONS TO KOMA KURUP.| 
"@ 2) 7 NOW | AM READY 
a) I} TO DIE. YOU 


MAY REMOVE 
THE BANDAGE- 


fohandaS eN 


THE BIRTHDAY PRESENT 


AUNTY! 4OU ARE wa 

COMING FOR MY 0) 
BIRTHDAY, 

GREAT? 


WHAT PRESENT 
WOULD | LIKE PAMAR 
CHITRA KATHA, 
OF COURSE. 


BUT AUNTY, 
MAKE SURE THE 
CHITRA KATHA 


HOW CAN YOu 
TELL P IT’S EASY, 
AUNTY. ONLY 
AMAR CHITRA 
KATHA COMES 
WITH THIS 
STAMP HERE. 


HA! | FORGOT. YOU CAN’ T 
ISEE THROUGH A PHONE. 
WELL, WHEN YOLI BUY, LOOK 
AT THE TOP-LEFT-HAND 
CORNER, AUNTY: 


BYE, RAMU. SEE 
“OU TOMORROW AT” 
THE PARTY. 


A HOARD OF 
AMAR CHITRA 
KATHA ! 

- BYE, 


Z 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA ARE 
BROUGHT OUT BY PEOPLE 


=—who care for children 

— who screen each word and each picture as they 
have a lasting impact on impressionable minds. 

—for whom Chitra Katha is more a EOS 
vehicle of education than a business. 
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Give your child a gift he'll treasure 
forever—the gift of his own heritage 
in these specially designed 


BUMPER ISSUES 
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Tie VO 
WER Stopes 
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